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Maimonides’ Biography:
Influences on his Works

Aiko KANDA
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract

Moses Maimonides was born and grew up in Cordoba, Spain. At that time,
Al-Andalus was under the control of the Almohad (1130-1269). Maimonides’ family
moved around Southern Spain and North Africa, through Fez and Acre, and finally
settled in Fustat. He became a physician of the Ayyubid (1171-1250). His works include
Treatise on the Art of Logic (Magala fi sina ‘at al-mantiq) and On the Jewish Calendar
(Ma’ amar ha- ibbur, 1157/1158), written during his stay in Al-Andalus; Commentary on
the Mishnar (Pirush ha-mishnayot, 1161-1168), Epistle to Yemen (lggeret Teman, 1172),
and Mishneh Torah (Mishneh Torah, 1168-1177) written after he settled in Fustat. His
philosophical works include The Guide of the Perplexed (Dalalat al-ha’irin, 1185-1191)
and The Treatise on Resurrection (Ma amar tehiyyat ha-metim, 1191). Other works of
Maimonides are responsa and epistles sent to the Jewish communities in the
Mediterranean region. This essay will examine how his biography and the socio-political
environment affected his works, in particular, Epistle to Yemen.

Keywords
Maimonides, Peregrination, Al-Andalus, Forced Conversion, Epistle toYemen
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