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Abstract:

In the transition to the 20th century, the United States—as its frontier
disappeared—began to rapidly industrialize and urbanize. Further, the simultaneous
massive influx of immigrants brought major transformations to domestic society while
imperialism flourished outside the country.

During this period of social transformation, women’s organizations sprung up,
established mainly by middle-class white women, and their activities gradually expanded
from the private to the public sphere. Jewish women were no exception to this trend, and
they established public women’s organizations that became involved in activities beyond
the context of traditional Judaism. In this paper, I focus on two Jewish women’s
organizations—the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) and Hadassah, the
Women’s Zionist Organization of America—to interpret early-century Judaism. I
examine the reality of the Jewish reform movement in the United States at that time, the
ambiguous and complex interpretations of Judaism, and the organizations’ attempts to

reinterpret traditional Judaism.
Keywords:

American Jewish Women, Hannah Greenbaum Solomon, National Council of Jewish
Women (NCJW), Hadassah, Jewish Reform Movement
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ARTHEDOTHY, WML AEEOIEENNAIHE & 725 LEN T CIEKEICE S T
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